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From the Principal 

“Showing Grit” (adapted from “Middle Years” newsletter) 

As you know, middle school is a time of change with our students. School often 
becomes more difficult than it has been in the past, there are sports team to 
try out for, and additional opportunities for extracurricular activities. Helping to 
foster grit and determination in students can often help them overcome the 
difficulties they face and stick with it during new and uncertain situations. This 
can help students stay determined and reach their goals. Here are some tips to 
help foster grit: 

1. Encourage Effort: Share a situation that required you to confront a 
challenge. It can help your tween build confidence if he knows how 
you overcame a struggle. Then acknowledge his grit when he shows it 
and be specific. Instead of saying, “Good job!” try “Your daily practice 
on your trombone solo paid off in your excellent performance at the 
concert!” 

2. Welcome boredom and frustration: Success rarely occurs on the first 
try. Oftentimes we experience many bumps along the way. Being 
confused, frustrated, and sometimes bored is part of the journey. 
When students understand that learning isn’t supposed to always be 
easy – and that struggling doesn’t mean they can’t do it at all – 
perseverance comes easier.  

3. Put a challenge in front of them: True achievement happens when we 
break through boundaries and barriers. A great way to develop 
confidence is to triumph over something difficult. Taking risks, with 
guidance, is an important way that students learn. Encouraging 
students to try new things gives them a chance to prove they can do 
anything. 

Working together, we can help students persevere and reach their goals! 

Mrs. Cutler 
Principal 

 

 



T.
R.

A.
C.

K.
S.

 
Release of Students to Stepparents 

 

Safety Reminders 

For student safety, no student drop-off or pick-up from 7:00 
a.m.—7:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Billinghurst 
parking lot.  Please use the many curbside areas around the 
school and/or near the crosswalk on Eastridge Drive. 
 
At no time should you use the bus parking area in front of 
the school.  This is for emergency & handicapped parking 
only. 
  

 

Please remind your student to 
use a cross walk when 
crossing the street and when 
crossing the parking lot. 

Online Registration 

Bighorns, it’s time to start thinking about next year already. Online registration for 2017-18 
is open.  This is the first step of four that must be completed for each student before they 
will be given a schedule.  To access the online registration, go 
to www.washoeschools.net/page/928.  Click the “log-in to the infinite campus parent 
portal” here link. Use the SAME username and password you have been using to login for 
your student’s information. You will find the “online registration” located on the left hand 
side of the home page. 
Logon to your parent portal, check your “Inbox messages” then click on the blue Online 
Registration link. If you need help with your parent portal, contact our main office and 
Robin or Kellie can help you. 

Online registration must be completed by February 28, 2017. 

 

In order to release a student in a non-emergency situation, a natural parent/legal 
guardian must provide a signed note each year with the name(s) of the person(s) 
who can pick up. The note will be kept on file for the entire school year and the 
student will be released to that person during the school year without subsequent 
documentation.  An example of a non-emergency situation would be a doctor’s 
appointment.   

If a student is ill in the clinic, that is an emergency situation and if the parent 
cannot be reached, the student may be released to an emergency contact. 

For more information about guardianship, please see the Washoe County School 
website at www.washoeschools.net. Click on departments, student accounting, 
procedure manual, and guardianship. For your convenience, we have attached a 
permission slip that you may fill out and return to the school.  

Please feel free to contact our office with any question you may have regarding 
this matter. 

http://www.washoeschools.net/page/928
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From the Library 

1) Nevada Reading Week is coming to Billinghurst March 6th – 10th.  The statewide theme is CAMP 
READ, 2017! Students are encouraged to participate in the daily activities during the week, 
including a “Dress as a Camper” spirit day on Friday March 10th.  Keep your eye out for a flyer in 
early March and a Connect-Ed phone call with detailed information.  Reading Week is designed to 
promote reading as a life-long, fun, leisure activity. 
 

2) Billinghurst students are encouraged to take the Nevada Young Reader’s Award book 
challenge.  Information was sent home with each student through their English classes. Students 
who read a minimum of 3 of the 6 nominated books are eligible to vote for their favorite in 
May.  Students eligible to vote will be invited to a library lunch party.  Our library has six copies of 
each nominated book, but students can purchase books on their own devices or borrow books 
from the county library as well.   READ! VOTE! PARTY! 
 

3) Receiving emails from the library? If your son or daughter has an overdue library book, a lost book 
from Billinghurst, a lost book from any other school in the district, or an overdue fine that needs 
to be paid, you will receive an automated email with specific information.  Students are given the 
opportunity to practice and show responsibility in a real-world situation when they borrow 
materials from the library, care for them properly, then return those materials on time.   Please 
help foster this responsibility by encouraging your son or daughter to return overdue materials 
and to pay for lost books or late fines.  Together we can maintain a collection for current and 
future students.  

 

Jennifer Rice, M.Ed. 
Teacher-Librarian 
Billinghurst Middle School Library Media Center - Where Today’s Readers Become Tomorrow’s Leaders 
Reno, Nevada 
jrice@washoeschools.net 
Follow our Library on Instagram @bdblibrary 
 

 

Music Department 

 Orchestra News & Notes 

McQueen Zone 

Almost 200 Billinghurst Orchestra students will join McQueen, Clayton and feeder elementary schools for a day of 
music and fun on February 11th at McQueen High School.  Students will rehearse with guest conductors and hear a 
concert of the McQueen Electric Orchestra.  The day’s events will culminate in a concert with 500 students performing 
in the McQueen gym. 

Solo & Ensemble 

The Nevada Music Educators’ Association sponsors the annual Solo & Ensemble festival.  Select Billinghurst Orchestra 
students will perform for regionally recognized judges as a soloist or in small ensembles.  Students who score a 1 or 2 
will be awarded a medal.  Best wishes to the Billinghurst students in Solo & Ensemble 

Orchestra Festival 

March is Music in the Schools Month and the WCSD celebrates with an orchestra festival for all middle school and high 
school orchestra students.  Billinghurst Orchestra students in Intermediate, Advanced & Golden Strings will travel to 
North Valleys High School to perform for nationally recognized judges.  We will receive scores for our performance and 
a feedback clinic. 

 

mailto:jrice@washoeschools.net


 

  

Dear Parents & Guardians: 
 
If you’ve followed this column during the year, you know I’ve focused on supporting student and families with the 
issues of bullying and cyber-bullying.  As adults and parents we all bear a responsibility to both instruct and support 
our students with this issue, and as educators we hold an additional legal responsibility under Nevada law to 
investigate and support students with their behaviors, including administering consequences that hold students 
accountable for their actions under WCSD policy.  More info about this issue can be found on my Blog post here.   

My deep involvement with these investigations has led me to one simple conclusion:  parents are a key stakeholder in 
this process, and I’m currently looking for ways to support both students and parents in a more preventative manner.  I 
will be offering a class for parents in early March.  It’s called Partnering with Parents to Create Responsible Digital 
Citizens, and will include the topic of bullying/cyber-bullying, role of key stakeholders in the process, and technology 
resources to support students and families.  One of those resources is Qustodio, one of the best parent monitoring 
options currently available.  I’m pleased to say we will be offering free one year subscriptions to the paid service for all 
parents who attend one of my one hour workshops this spring!  Please sign up for Thursday March 9th @ 6:30 pm or 
Friday March 10th @ 12:00 pm if you are interested.  Questions/comments/concerns, please email me anytime at 
slear@washoeschools.net. 

Sean Lear 
Dean of Students 
slear@washoeschools.net 
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The Lowdown From Lear 
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Music De Math 7, Math 8, and Basic Math 
Directions:  You will be required to complete (5) compass lessons with quiz, each 
TERM this school year.  In order to receive credit on a quiz, a score of 70% or higher 
needs to be achieved. A grade will be given in Infinite Campus within the QUIZ category, 
and if NOT completed your grade will DROP (2) letter grades.  You may choose which 
lesson you would like to complete as long as it starts with MATH and your appropriate 
grade level. Print results from the “portfolio” report on your site and turn in to receive a 
grade in IC. 
                                                      GO TO→      www.thelearningodyssey.com 
                                                    USE:  Mozilla, Safari, or Google Chrome 
                                                      USER NAME:  your student ID # 
                                                  PASSWORD:  bighorn                 
 SCHOOL:  (type in)  WASHOECS 
                                                     GO TO:  Math assignments / MATH your grade level                           
 

Term #3- due Friday, March 10th 

 

  

Compass Lessons 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/importance-involving-parents-prevent-cyber-bullying-teach-shawn-lear?trk=hp-feed-article-title-publish
http://bit.ly/2j2TU2G
mailto:slear@washoeschools.net
http://www.thelearningodyssey.com/


 

 
Let Chili's do the cooking while we support BILLINGHURST MIDDLE SCHOOL 
at the same time. With each flyer presented Chili's will donate 
15% of the event day sales. 
 
The BILLINGHURST MIDDLE SCHOOL Give Back Event is: 

February 2, 2017 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

only at: 
10340 N. McCarran Blvd. 
Reno, NV 89503 
787-3388 - www.chilis.com
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Parent Club 

 



Any student wishing to play a school sport, must fill out an athletic packet, available 
in the main office.  There is no physical required, but we must have the paperwork on 
file before you can try out.  There is also a $5.00 Athletic Transportation fee due.  This 
fee is good for the entire year, and only needs to be paid once.  Please see Ms. Carney 
in the office for more information or to get a packet. 

Come out and support our Bighorns!   

Boys basketball games start at 2:45 p.m. 

Feb. 2 BYE 

Feb. 6 v. Swope 
 8th Grade Home; 7th @ Swope 
Feb 9 v. Shaw 
 8th Grade Home; 7th @ Shaw 
Feb. 13 v. Pine 

8th Grade Home; 7th @ Pine 
Feb. 16 v. Depoali 
 7th Grade Home; 8th @ Depoali 
 
WRESTLING Tryouts February 21 @ 2:15  
Matches begin at 3 p.m. 
Mar. 9 v. Swope @ BDB 
Mar. 14 v. Pine @ Pine 
Mar. 16 v. Shaw @ Shaw 
Apr. 6 v. Mendive @ BDB 
Apr. 11 v. Depoali @ BDB 
Apr. 14 v. Swope @ Swope 
 
TRACK BEGINS APRIL 17, 2017 @ 2:15  

 

B.D. Billinghurst Middle School 
6685 Chesterfield Lane 
Reno, Nevada 89529 

B.D. Billinghurst Middle School 
6685 Chesterfield Lane 
Reno, Nevada 89529 

B.D. Billinghurst Mid

dle 
 

   
   

Athletic News 
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16-17 MIDDLE SCHOOL MEALS: 

BREAKFAST $1.75 

LUNCH $2.85 
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